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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ABU DH 01546 311008Z 
ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DLOS-09 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 SOE-02 DOE- 15 FMC-02 
TRSE-00 FI-02 INR-10 INT-05 10-14 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 NSF-02 OES-07 OMB-01 PA-02 PM-05 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-20 /1 64 W 

019997 010108Z/73 

R 310903Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7916 

UNCLAS ABU DHABI 1546 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PLOS, PBOR, TC 

SUBJ: EXTENSION OF MARITIME JURISDICTION 

REF: STATE 110001 

1 . EMBOFF ASKED FOREIGN MINISTRY LEGAL ADVISER ON MAY 3 1 WHETHER 
LEGISLATION EXISTED DEFINING LIMITS OF UAE MARITIME JURISDICTION. 
LEGAL ADVISER REPLIED THAT NO SUCH LEGISLATION PRESENTLY EXISTS. 

SO FAR ONLY SHARJAH OF THE SEVEN EMIRATES COMPRISION UAE HAS 
ANY REGULATIONS. HOWEVER, A DRAFT FEDERAL LAW ESTABLISHING 12 
MILE TERRITORIAL SEA AND AN EXCLUSIVE FISHING ZONE OF AT LEAST 

50 MILES HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FOR 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. COMMENT: PASSAGE OF NEW LEGISLATION HERE IS NORMALLY A 
LEISURELY PROCESS. EMBASSY WILL REMAIN ON THE LOOKOUT FOR 
APPEARANCE OF THIS PROPOSED DRAFT LAW AND WILL SUBMIT COPIES 
WHEN AND IF AVAILABLE. 

DICKMAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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